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The Venkatraman Memorial Trust, known as the Venkat Trust, was set up in 2004 in memory of 
Venkat, a boy whose education was sponsored by trustee Sylvia Holder, and who sadly was killed 

in a road accident at the age of 27.  It provides and improves educational facilities for school 
children in the poor fishing village of Kovalam in Tamil Nadu, south India. 

 
Every penny donated goes to the Venkat Trust.  All costs are met by the trustees. 

I like this picture.  It 
embodies what the 
Venkat Trust is all 
about ï providing 
better educational 
facilities for the 
Panchayat school  as 
we l l  as  g iv ing 
individual help to the 
villageôs most needy 
children.  This brand 
n ew a n d  v e r y 
splendid building  has 
three classrooms, a 
large one on the 
ground floor and two 
on the upper floor.   

We help individual children through our sponsorship scheme (most of the 87 are in 
this picture), by paying the fees for 192 St Josephôs pupils and awarding four 
university scholarships each year. 

The large classroom in the new building 
is devoted to English lessons, which all 
Panchayat children are now enjoying 
with the new teacher provided by the 
Trust.  Audrey Usman, an Anglo Indian, 
is a trained and very experienced 
teacher who has taught in the Gulf and 
Germany, as well as in India.  I sat in on 
one of her lessons and was impressed 
with the progress her pupils are making.   
Volunteer teachers from the UK are still 
welcome but Audrey gives the children 
the continuity they need. 
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As well as funding four new undergraduates 
each year, we are now providing help to 
postgraduate students from the Kovalam area 
to enable them to continue their studies and 
research. 
 
Mercy Valarmathi already had a PhD in 
Biotechnology from the University of Madras 
but was hampered from continuing her 
important research by the lack of 
opportunities in India in her  specialist field.  
The Venkat Trust stepped in to fund her post 
doctorate research at the University of 
Reading where she is working on Indian 
herbal remedies for the cure and prevention 
of dental cavities ï so successful has her 
work been that she has applied for a patent 
and will soon be publishing a paper.  She is 
also working on a snake venom antidote and 
is hopeful that her research will produce a low 
cost treatment for Asian and African 
countries. 

Mercy says ñIt was so disappointing that there were no prospects in India for me to continue my 
research.  I am so grateful to the Trust for coming to my rescue and enabling me to pursue my 
passion ï research into the medicinal benefits of traditional Indian plants ï at Reading.   I am 
thoroughly enjoying my time here;  it is very stimulating and the university has a wonderful faculty 
and excellent facilities.  The knowledge I gain here, followed by some work experience with a 
pharmaceutical company in the UK, will enable me to return to my homeland and give the Indian 
people the benefit of my time in Englandò. 

The Trustôs computer teacher at the 
Panchayat school, Yasmin, has been 
struggling to meet the cost of her further 
education ï she has a BA and is now 
studying part time for an MBA.  Virtually 
the sole earner in her family, she has to 
support her parents as well as looking 
after the education of her two younger 
sisters. The Venkat Trust is delighted to 
have alleviated her financial pressures by 
paying for her fees and study materials. 

On the undergraduate front, our university 
scholarship fund is now in its second year 
and the Trust is paying the fees for these 
four school leavers from St. Josephôs.  All 
are taking their chosen courses at the 
University of Madras. The same criteria 
have been used in the selection process:  
academic ability, good character and 
financial need.   Meanwhile, our first four 
scholarship winners are progressing with 
their studies and enjoying their second 
undergraduate year. 

Undergraduates, Graduates and PhDs 




