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Newsletter

The Venkatraman Memorial Trust, known as the Venkat Trust, was set up in 2004 in memory of 
Venkat, a boy whose education was sponsored by trustee Sylvia Holder, and who sadly was killed 
in a road accident at the age of 27.  It provides and improves educational facilities for school chil-

dren in the poor fishing village of Kovalam in Tamil Nadu, South India. 

Every penny donated goes to the Venkat Trust.  All costs are met by the trustees.

Update from Sylvia Holder, Founder Trustee

High School News

This is the newsletter I don’t want to write!  And 
it’s the one I’d really been looking forward to as 
I thought I would be excitedly telling you that 
the high school was half built, would soon be 
open, and showing you lots of pictures of its 
construction.  Instead, I’m very embarrassed 
to tell you that the school is still a field.  That’s 
the bad news.  The good news is that there is no 
doubt that it will be built but we are caught up 
in a mire of bureaucracy which beggars belief 
as paper is shuffled between officials with such 
titles as District Collector, District Elementary 
Education Officer, District Educational Officer, 
Chief Educational Officer, Educational Director, 
Additional Collector, Thasildhar, the Deputy 
Chief Minister and doubtless Old Uncle Tom 
Cobleigh ….  Poor JR, our Managing Trustee in 
Kovalam, is the piggy in the middle trekking 
from office to office in different towns in Tamil 
Nadu.  He knows how it works in India and he 
knows we will get the go ahead but that we have 
to be patient.  What is incomprehensible to me 
is that the Government needs the school, wants 
us to build it, has given money for it and even 
appointed the headmaster – so why the delay?

However, there is more good news.   Because of 
the delay and the generosity of our supporters we 
now have more funds available.  This  means that 
we can build both storeys of the school at the 
same time which will accommodate 1000 pupils.  
The money is in our savings account in Kovalam 
which gives very much better interest rates than 
we can get in the UK. Also, the Panchayat School 
has extended its leaving age by one year so that 
the first year high school students, under the 
new headmaster, can stay on there until they can 
move to the new school.  

Alas, no pictures of the high school under construction so 
here are some  boys enjoying a game of  marbles on the beach
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University Successes

These are photos of two very remarkable young 
people with their families. 

Rubini, in the centre in blouse and long skirt, 
lives in the house behind her with her mother, 
father, grandparents and two sisters.  There is 
no running water or sanitation in the one room 
house and the roof leaks during the monsoon.  
There is not room enough for them all to sleep in 
the house so some sleep outside on the ground.

Abdul lives in even 
worse conditions in 
the ramshackle house 
shown behind him.  
He shares this with 
his mother, disabled 
father and brother, 
again with no running 
water or sanitation.

Why are they so 
remarkable?  Because 
not only have they 
just graduated, along 
with two others in our first intake of university 
scholarship winners, but they are now going on to  
do MBAs.   “Maybe PhDs at Oxbridge will follow” 
I joked in my newsletter of May 2007 when the 
Trust’s scholarship scheme was inaugurated.  I 
joke no more.  

The first Venkat Trust Volleyball Tournament 
took place over a weekend in March.  Twenty 
teams from Kovalam, the surrounding villages, 
Chennai and as far away as Pondicherry, some 80 
miles down the coast, took part.   Several local 
dignitaries attended the Finals which were won 
by the Pondicherry team - their captain is seen 
here receiving the Venkat Trust Trophy from JR.  
Judged a great success, the tournament will now 
become an annual event – perhaps next year we’ll 
attract teams from all over Tamil Nadu.

Volleyball Tournament

The Sports Ground continues to be very popular 
with the children and adults alike.  Sport is  part 
of the school’s curriculum and a PE teacher has 
now been appointed by the Trust.  
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We were delighted to renew acquaintance with 
JR (Janakiraman) and Ali - it was Ali who 
first told us about the then newly formed Trust 
when we met him on the beach by Fisherman‘s 
Cove Hotel.  It was a great pleasure to see how 
the Trust has expanded and to be given such 
a warm welcome by all the staff, children, 
neighbours and other villagers.

Return to Kovalam

Helen and Joe Ross have been supporters of the 
Trust since their first visit to Kovalam in 2005. 
They visited again in January 2010, staying for 
2½ weeks in Lakshmi House (where any of our 
supporters are welcome to stay).    This is their 
report.

We were invited to the opening assembly of the 
new term at the Panchayat school.  Mrs Audrey 
Usman, who teaches English (a post funded 
by the Trust), gathered some of the younger 
pupils to sing ‘London Bridge is Falling Down’ 
(Picture 2).  Afterwards we were invited to join 
the headmaster and staff for fruit juice and cake 
and were presented with welcome shawls (2).  

Such hospitality and friendliness from children 
and adults alike were features of our entire stay 
in Kovalam.

We were delighted too to meet most of the 12 
students on University scholarships funded 
by the Trust. They came to see us at Lakshmi 
House  and we visited some in their homes. We 
were greatly impressed by their enthusiasm and 
commitment, especially considering that their 
home environments are generally not conducive 
to study.

We were taken by the ever helpful Ali to meet 
some of the sponsored children (3) and their 
families.   Those supporters who are sponsors 
can be assured that their donations are making 
a substantial difference.

Kovalam is a delightful fishing village with 
a long working beach - a source of endless 
interest and fascination. We were there at the 
time of Pongal - the Tamil Nadu celebration 
of the rice harvest - and were greeted one 
morning by Raziabe, one of the sponsored 
children, decorating our doorstep with a 
traditional rangoli. (4)  Anyone who spends 
time in Kovalam will know that they have seen 
something of the real India.
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Aware that our sponsorship scheme was very 
labour intensive for our team in Kovalam, I 
thought it only fair to ask them if we should 
consider not seeking any more sponsors. The 
response was a loud and unanimous “no”, so 
aware are they of the difference sponsorship is 
making and that there are many more very needy 
and deprived children needing our help.   Right 
now, we have 114 children sponsored and JR and 
Ali estimate there are another 200 still living on 
the breadline with a family income of less than 
£200 a year. 

Can you spread the word?

Many of you already sponsor children and others 
help us handsomely in other ways so this is to 
ask you to let others know about sponsorship.    
Perhaps you have family or friends who would 
like to take on a child?  I know our sponsors find 
their involvement rewarding as, unlike most 
other charities’ schemes, they hear regularly 
from their children and are encouraged to write 
to them or even visit them.  The first of our 
sponsored children are leaving school this year 
and going on to university, unthinkable without 
the help they have received.

The cost is £10 a month, £5 of which goes to the 
child’s family and £5 is kept in a savings account 
for the more expensive years of further education.

SPREAD THE WORD PLEASE!
Here are some of the children desperately seeking help:

In November I held a book sale in aid of 
the Trust.  I asked friends, family and Trust 
supporters in my area for contributions and was 
totally overwhelmed by the response – more 
than a thousand novels, biographies, cookery, 
gardening and children’s books as well as DVDs 
and CDs, came flooding into my house. Despite 
quite filthy weather on the evening of the sale, it 
was very well attended and we made about £1000.                                                                                                         
The books that were left over were taken by a 
very grateful Oxfam so two charities benefited.  

Yokeshwaren Fathima Bhuvanesh Parveen Banu

Many thanks to Georgina Dunn for designing the Newsletter, to John Sargent of sitewriters.co.uk for our 
website and to MacPherson Walpole Harding for preparing the annual accounts for the Charity Commission.

Book Sale

Some of the one thousand books with the night watchman
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