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The High School is finished! Looking back at past 
newsletters, I see that our plans were first announced 
in May 2009. At that time we had not foreseen that the 
wheels of Government grind exceedingly slow and it was 
30 months and many sleepless nights later before we 
finally got the green light to go ahead. Things moved swiftly 
after that and the first 250 pupils were admitted to Phase 
I of our splendid new school in July 2013. Now the “arms” 
have been built and fitted out with the science lab, library, 
indoor sports room and classrooms. We are hugely proud 
of our handsome building with its wonderful Etihad sports 
ground, as should be all of you whose support made it 
possible. Plaudits must go JR, our managing trustee, 
and Team Kovalam who from Day One simply wouldn’t 
give up and to the headmaster, Mr Chandrasekar, under 
whose leadership the school has thrived. Sadly for us, he 
has been promoted to an inspectorship but as the school 
already has an excellent reputation, we are assured of an 
equally dedicated successor as competition will be fierce.
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Update from Sylvia Holder, Founder Trustee

The Venkatraman Memorial Trust, known as the Venkat Trust, was set up in 2004 in memory of Venkat, a boy whose education 
was sponsored by trustee Sylvia Holder, and who sadly was killed in a road accident at the age of 27. It provides and improves 
educational facilities for schoolchildren and young people in the poor fishing village of Kovalam in Tamil Nadu, South India. 

Every penny donated goes to the Venkat Trust. All UK costs are met by the trustees.

Our state of the art science lab and the new library which already has 2700 books.
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With the completion of the High School, I thought our 
bricks and mortar days were finally over. Dream on! 
We now need yet another building, this time for our 
sponsored children. Their numbers have grown so much 
– we have 280 children and university students – that 
they can no longer all fit into the Venkat Tuition Centre. 
It’s a good predicament to be in as sponsorship is giving 
life changing opportunities to the most needy children in 
the village. They are benefiting greatly from the various 
activities organised by our Kovalam trustees, admin 
staff and university students, which include supervising 
a variety of activities from letter writing, English 
conversation, games, and arts and crafts projects. The 
Tuition Centre will continue to be used for our offices, the 
college students’ laptops and many other activities. 

We’re going to build on land we already own – the 
primary school’s sports ground where there is surplus 
space. It will stretch across the width of the land giving us 
a room 90 ft x 40 ft which can then be divided by folding 
doors into two rooms. It will be the largest space in the 
village so will have lots of other uses and we foresee that 
it could bring the Trust an income from weddings and 
other social events. 

The trustees were unanimous that it should be called 
The Janakiraman Community Hall in recognition of JR’s 
outstanding contribution to Kovalam, both as President 
of the village and Managing Trustee of VMT. 

Packed in like sardines, albeit very happy ones, at the Venkat Tuition 
Centre – and that’s just the girls. The boys are in the other large 

room on the first floor.

Saturday LiveV
EN

KAT RAMAN

M
E

M

O R I A L   T R U
S

T

I was delighted to be a guest on BBC’s Radio 4’s 
Saturday Live on July 18 – a nerve wracking but very 
enjoyable experience. As a result this newsletter is going 
out to lots of new supporters who heard the broadcast 
and have either sponsored a child or sent donations. We 
are very pleased to welcome them and thank them for 
the support they are now giving us. The celebrity guest 
was Alfie Boe, seen here on my left, and the presenters 
were Richard Coles and Suzy Klein. 

Date for Diary 

Please keep a pencilled date in your diary for Sunday, April 24, 2016 for another curry lunch. This time we hope that JR and 
Ali will have at last been granted visas so they can be with us. We hope too that everyone who came last time will join us, 
as well as those who couldn’t come and our new supporters too. 
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Thanks to the incredible support we got for our Crisis 
in Kovalam appeal, 25 houses have been saved for 
which the families are very grateful. The once placid 
sea became a raging torrent but the very generous and 
immediate response meant we were able to shore up the 
houses with boulders before they were lost. Where King 
Canute failed, VMT succeeded! Due to the urgency, VMT 

lent the money but this has now been repaid in full by the 
donations we received as, of course, our funds can only 
be used for education. The happy postscript to this is that 
the Government is now taking responsibility to provide a 
long term solution with groynes, tetrapods or whatever 
the experts decide is necessary.
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The 21 second hand laptops we now have in the Venkat 
Tuition Centre are in constant use by our 28 university 
students who are also lucky enough to be given a helping 
hand by our IT experts, Aarthi and Sabeena. We’ll need 
more laptops next year as we’re expecting our biggest 
influx of school leavers going on to further education. 
Any laptops that are not needed (wiped of data please) 
would be gratefully received.
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Generous VMT supporters have given three university 
scholarships and the successful students have been 
chosen. A large donation for the university fund is helping 
us to top up the fees for several students. The new library 
has benefited from a half marathon run (The Julian 
Kulkarni Reading Room) and new books are regularly 
bought thanks to a monthly payment. We’ve had the 
proceeds from a summer solstice walk (aka a pub crawl 
I’m told!), catalogue sale, sponsored walk and donations 
in lieu of birthdays and anniversaries.

We were also the very sad but grateful beneficiary of 
donations at the funeral of Cathy Busst, one of our most 
loyal and generous supporters, who died very suddenly 
in June. She will be sadly missed. The very large amount 
given speaks volumes for the love and admiration in 

which she was held. We have dedicated a room at the 
high school to Cathy’s memory and the money has been 
put into our university fund.

Our name - and fame - continues to spread. As well as England, Scotland and Wales we have supporters in Australia, 
Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, USA (Washington, Oregon, California, Oklahoma and Illinois), Canada, Chad, Cyprus, Malta, 
France, Switzerland and Ireland. Not bad for a small (but perfectly formed) charity. MANY THANKS TO ALL OF YOU FOR 
GIVING US THE SUCCESS WE HAVE ENJOYED AND THE PROSPECT OF A HAPPY AND POVERTY FREE FUTURE 
FOR THE CHILDREN OF KOVALAM. Our thanks also go to volunteers Georgina Dunn, for designing our print material, and 
Sandra Huggett for taking on our monthly accounts. 
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The Venkatraman Memorial Trust is a registered charity, No. 1104363
PO Box 5039, Hove BN3 5XL 

e-mail: info@venkattrust.org.uk website: www.venkattrust.org.uk tel: 01273 719363
UK Trustees: Sylvia Holder, Lindsay Swan, Sarah Da Silva, Nick Goslett, John Whelan

Kovalam Trustees: Janakiraman (JR), M. Ali, Jude Sax
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Help would be very much appreciated for:

Christmas cardV
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We’re back in the Christmas card business and we hope you 
like this year’s.  The Father Christmas hats feature again but 
with a different slant– a sea of smiling children.  The smiles 
are genuine, so happy are these kids to have a future thanks 
to their sponsorship.  Proceeds from the card this year will go 
into our university fund so that all these children and many 
others will be able to realise their potential, be it professional 
or vocational, and go on to enjoy fulfilling careers and see an 
end to poverty.  As in previous years, apart from postage ALL 
proceeds including printing costs will go to our work in Kovalam. 
A limited supply of our 2013 card, which might appeal to 
supporters who have joined us since then, is also available. 
Please spread the word by sending them to your friends 
and family.
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need 60,000 bricks for the new building. £25 would 
buy 500 of them, £50 a thousand or a massive five 
thousand would build an end wall and cost £250. Or 
perhaps you could help us with one of the five doors 
needed which each cost £150 or a window for £120. 
The fans are £18 each and a 100 sq ft of floor tiles 
cost £40. 

If every young person leaving school had the 
opportunity to go to university or other training, 

endemic poverty would become a thing of the past. 
Sponsored children are assured of this through their 
savings and/or extra support from the sponsors or 
VMT. But each year we have more demands on our 
resources as more of them reach school leaving age 
and we also want to help those not sponsored whose 
families cannot afford university fees. We would 
welcome donations to our University Fund. 

There are always more desperately poor children 
needing help through sponsorship which costs £12 
a month. Please see our website for more details.
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Mightier than the swordV
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Anyone who’s been to India will be familiar with the 
children’s cry of “Pen please”, “Pen please”. When 
corporate supporter Expat Academy asked their clients 
for some of their companies’ promotional pens for us they 
hadn’t reckoned on getting hundreds of them! Here are 
our ecstatic sponsored children throwing them up in the 
air. Now every sponsored child and pupil at the primary 
school is the proud possessor of a foreign pen - a cherished 
trophy - and there are some left over for next time. 


