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The Venkatraman Memorial Trust, known as the Venkat Trust, was set up in 2004 in memory of Venkat, a boy whose
education was sponsored by trustee Sylvia Holder, and who sadly was killed in a road accident at the age of 27. It provides
and improves educational facilities for schoolchildren in the poor fishing village of Kovalam in Tamil Nadu, South India.

Every penny donated goes to the Venkat Trust. All UK costs are met by the trustees.
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Update from Sylvia Holder, Founder Trustee

Sponsorship Success
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On my visit to Kovalam in September, I met the sponsored
children who are now at university. It’s heart-warming to
hear their joy and excitement at having achieved what,
without sponsorship, would have been simply impossible.
Although the Venkat Trust has transformed a primary
school and built a high school, tuition centre and two
sports grounds, the real pride comes when we see how
education has changed the lives of these delightful young
adults. They now have a real chance in life and can
look forward to a better future. As well as the university
students, we also have a couple of trainee nurses and
those who are not academically inclined are getting
vocational training as mechanics or electricians. Of the
13 sponsored children leaving school this year, ten have
gone on to further education.

Some of our first, second and third year university students

I have dedicated this issue of the newsletter to our
sponsored children and to all of you who have made a
better life possible for them, either through sponsorship
or donations for all our educational projects. Our efforts
have instilled a love of learning and the realisation that
good careers and an end to poverty are within their grasp.
See pages 2 and 3.

A goodbye and good luck - and a welcome

Kovalam trustee Jude, whom many of you met at the curry
lunch in April, has accepted a job in Doha and we wish him
the very best of luck in his important new appointment.
We’ll miss him very much as a Trustee and friend but his
family is staying in Kovalam so he will be back frequently.
And in time, we trust, back permanently. He has done
sterling work for VMT and his flawless English has been
indispensable to me.
Happily, we have just appointed an Administrator in
Kovalam who is bilingual. We are delighted to welcome
Anita Jayaraj, an Indian, but born and bred in Chicago.
She will be the conduit between JR and Ali and myself
and will keep me au fait with all our activities. She will
also be responsible for our sponsored children and

has already come up with some wonderful ideas which
are both educational and fun for their Sunday get
togethers. I foresee a great improvement in their written
(letters to sponsors) and spoken English, albeit with an
American accent!

Anita received a rousing welcome from the sponsored children
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Our sponsored children’s scheme was started nine years ago to improve the welfare and future prospects
of the poorest children in Kovalam. We wanted to give them the same opportunities as the better off so
they too could realise their potential and progress to good careers and an end to poverty. Since then
some 240 children have benefited from the scheme. Our very first sponsored child, Sumithra, now nearly
22, is in her final year of a post grad Masters degree; our latest, Vaishnavi, is a nine year old orphan.
Several have now graduated and are working; 26 are at university.
Here are some of them, aged between 3 and 23.
The youngest is actually on our “to be sponsored” list.
Nearly three, she is younger than our normal sponsorship
age but Nethra is a very special case. A fisherman
returning with his night’s catch at 4am heard a baby
crying and discovered Nethra abandoned on the beach.
She was in a terrible state and covered with cigarette
burns. This horrific story has a happy ending – and will
be even happier when a sponsor is found – as she has
been adopted by a fisherman and his wife and now has
two older brothers, 17 and 14, who dote on her. Nethra’s
appalling past is now well behind her (the parents, not

from Kovalam, have
never been found). She
is quite adorable and
unlike many of her age
who burst into tears at
the sight of my neverbefore-seen white skin,
this little mite stretched
out her arms to me to
be cuddled.

Kaja Moideen lives in abject poverty. His mother, a
sweep at a leisure complex, and grandmother are illiterate
and his father abandoned the family seven years ago.
But 12 year old Kaja Moideen is as bright as a button and
third in his class of 24. His two younger brothers, 9 and
6, are also clever and all have career aspirations. Kaja
Moideen would like to be an engineer, his brother Kather

Baza a doctor and young Ansari a policeman. With the
Trust’s help, they can all see their ambitions realised.
It is not VMT’s usual practice to repair roofs but
an exception was made in this family’s case, no
explanation needed if you look at the before and
after picture.

Before and after – Kaja Moideen with his family

Since 14 year old Geetha was sponsored nearly five
years ago, she has lost both her parents. Her mother
died recently and she now lives with her 19 year old
brother. Geetha does all the cooking, shopping and
washing while her brother earns a pittance as a dish
washer at the local hotel. He often has to work nights but
such is the community spirit in Kovalam, Geetha will then
be offered a roof over her head, flimsy or leaking though
it may be, by a kindly neighbour. Despite life being very
hard, Geetha is doing well at school and is determined to

go to university to study
maths. Her sponsors
have
very
kindly
offered their £200 fuel
allowance to make life
easier for these two
brave souls.
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Throughout his years at the Panchayat primary school,
Kather Mytheen stood out, partly because of his
excellent English and also because of his natural charm.
Now he is in his second year at university, studying for
an engineering degree and doing very well. Yet Kather
Mytheen comes from a very poor home, the family living
on what his father earns on a pavement stall selling small
items like handkerchiefs. I visited Kather Mytheen in his
small two room home, one for cooking, the other for living
and where the family of five sleep on the bare floor. It is in
this gloomy windowless room that he does his studying,
with the help of his sponsor donated laptop. But one
day Kather Mytheen will be a software engineer, earning
good money, and able to help his family. I asked him why
his English had been so much better than the others
at the primary school. He said it was thanks to Lisa, a

VMT volunteer who taught him English some eight years
ago and who so inspired him that he then taught himself
through books and English channels on the TV. This is a
young man who deserves to do very well in life and VMT
is very proud to be helping him achieve his aims.

Before our sponsored children started to reach school
leaving age, we awarded four university scholarships
each year at St Joseph’s, the closeby fee paying school,
based on academic ability, economic need and character.
We are still financing the last four of 24 scholarship
winners, now in their final year. Among this year’s
graduates were Abdul Kather (right) who graduated
with an Aeronautical BE and Shakir with an Electrical
BE. These budding entrepreneurs have already set up
their own business as function organisers in Kovalam
and surrounding villages and are making their mark
organising weddings, engagements, birthday parties etc.  
They have an office in Kovalam’s main street where they
also give tuition to 20 or so children after school hours. I
predict these impressive young men will go far.
There are still more than 200 children living on or below the breadline in Kovalam for which sponsorship
would make a huge difference to their lives. Can you please spread the word among your family, friends and
neighbours? For just £12 a month, the price of a couple of drinks, life changing opportunities could be given
to a needy child. More details are on our website (www.venkattrust.org.uk). Here are a few of those desperate
for our help.

Shamesh

Jeevana

Manoj
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Christmas Shopping List
the whole village. Any amount from £5 will help us stock
this important part of our school.

• The first “arm” of the high school is now being built
which will house the science lab and the library. The
Government will pay for the lab’s equipment – Bunsen
burners, flasks etc – but we need to provide the working
benches. We’ll need eight benches and the cost of one,
complete with gas and water supply, a sink, shelves and
stools is £375 so contributions to these expensive items
would be appreciated.

• A contribution to our university fund. Fees for the
courses range from £300 a year for a B.Com degree to
£1000 a year for a four year engineering degree – and
we have seven engineering students at present. While
the individual’s sponsorship savings and the additional
help we get from sponsors greatly assist us, we still have
a hefty bill to meet each year so contributions would be
gratefully received.

• Now that reference material is so readily available
on the internet, our library will mostly consist of English
and Tamil books for pleasure reading – novels, poetry,
biographies, history etc. and will be open for the use of

• A monthly standing order for any amount to help us pay
for teachers’ salaries, books, uniforms and school fees.
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Our annual begging bowl is out. Help would be greatly
appreciated for any of the following:

THANK YOU FOR ANY HELP YOU CAN GIVE US.

Christmas Cards

We thought we would be gilding the lily to produce a third
Christmas card this year. Although most charities offer
a selection of cards, ours were rather different from the
norm and though we have received a lot of compliments,
we felt they might not be everyone’s choice for a third
year. However, we do have limited supplies of both our
previous cards which we are offering free of charge, while

stocks last, but would be grateful for any donation you care
to give, plus £4 for postage. For those not familiar with
them, they are size A5 and the greeting inside is “Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year”. Please either send
your order and cheque to the address below or e-mail me
and pay through Virgin Money Giving on our website. If
you use snail mail please include your telephone number.

Projects accomplished in our first ten years: 1000 pupil high school in the making with 250 already
admitted -- The Venkat Tuition Centre -- The Ganesh Building -- The Dining Hall -- 2 sports grounds -- 350
sets of uniforms and text books twice a year -- school fees for St Joseph’s pupils -- 26 undergraduate
and post graduate university fees -- 208 sponsored children -- 3 teachers -- 20 computers -- 12 laptops -50 5-pupil desk and bench sets
Our thanks go to Georgina Dunn for designing our print material, Sandra Huggett for administrative help and Haines & Co for
preparing our annual accounts.
The Venkatraman Memorial Trust is a registered charity, No. 1104363
PO Box 5039, Hove BN3 5XL
e-mail: info@venkattrust.org.uk website: www.venkattrust.org.uk tel: 01273 719363
UK Trustees: Sylvia Holder, Lindsay Swan, Sarah Da Silva, Nick Goslett
Kovalam Trustees: Janakiraman (JR), M. Ali, Jude Sax
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