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Our high school is well and truly on its way up. 
Phase I, the first six classrooms, is nearing 
completion and a second storey will be added 
next. The “arms” will then be built at each 
end, finally forming three sides of a rectangle.  
When completed, the school will accommodate 
a thousand pupils from Kovalam and the 
surrounding villages.

Progress has been somewhat slowed down by 
searing heat in June and July and some heavy 
rains since have sometimes made the access 
roads impassable. But we are well on our way.  The 
headmaster, staff and children are waiting in the 
wings and we hope the first bell for assembly will 
be sounding early next year.
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Upwards and Onwards

The Venkatraman Memorial Trust

Update from Sylvia Holder, Founder Trustee

The Venkatraman Memorial Trust, known as the Venkat Trust, was set up in 2004 in memory of Venkat, a boy 
whose education was sponsored by trustee Sylvia Holder, and who sadly was killed in a road accident at the age 
of 27.  It provides and improves educational facilities for school children in the poor fishing village of Kovalam in 

Tamil Nadu, South India. 

Every penny donated goes to the Venkat Trust.
All UK costs are met by the trustees.

The stairway to a good education and thus a 
better life for all these children and many more

to come.
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We are very grateful to Etihad, the national airline 
of the UAE, for including us in its list of charities 
to which regular flyers can make a cash donation 
in lieu of using  Air Miles for themselves. They are 
indeed generous as already we have had lots of 
donations.  We plan to put the money towards the 
sports ground which will be built in front of the new 
high school. See www.etihadguest.com and 
follow links for Giving World then Help People.

Etihad

Engineering Scholarship
One of our stalwart 
supporters is most 
generously sponsoring 
a four-year engineering 
degree course at Madras 
University in memory of 
his late brother. After a 
rigorous vetting process, 
The Indursen Advani 
Scholarship was won 
by Mounisha who is, of 
course, delighted at her 
good fortune. 

Having met her on my 
recent visit to Kovalam, 
I am sure she will be 
a great credit to her 
benefactor and will go 
far in her chosen career as an engineer. She lives 
with her fisherman father, mother and twin sister.

We have been the beneficiary of two wedding 
anniversaries- the first were donations in lieu of 
presents, the second the proceeds from a raffle held 
at the couple’s house for their friends and family.  
But this was no ordinary raffle- a cricket bat signed 
by the English players at our last Ashes triumph 
raised £500 which was very kindly passed on to us.

Fund Raising

VMT Achievements since 
the Trust was set up in 2004

Venkat Tuition Centre — a two 
storey building on land bought 
by the Trust

Ganesh Building — a two storey 
building on school land

Dining Hall — airy and open 
sided for pupils’ lunch

Sports Ground - built on land 
bought by VMT and equipment 
for cricket, volleyball and 
basketball

300 sets of uniforms twice
a year

300 sets of text books twice
a year

200 school fees paid each year 
for St.Joseph’s pupils

4 university scholarships
each year

2 post graduate students’ fees
and post doctorate research fees

1 English teacher
1 Tamil teacher
1 Computer teacher
1 PE teacher

12 computers, 50 desk and 
bench sets, 6 sewing machines

2 children’s excursions
each year

180 sponsored children

AND, LAST BUT NOT LEAST,
A HIGH SCHOOL BUILT FOR 
ONE THOUSAND PUPILS
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Shops in Kovalam bear little resemblance to those 
in our high streets but in the evenings they buzz 
with activity. There’s lots of hustle and bustle and 
as many cows and goats as people wending their 
way through the crowds.   Fruit and veg are sold 
from stalls, fish is plentiful, of course, and the 
Robert Dyas of Kovalam is a wonderful cornucopia 
of colourful plastic and stainless steel housewares 
- and the odd light bulb if you dig deep enough.  

The post office has been in Kovalam for the past 
40 years and Dharmalingam (on the right of the 
picture) who goes by the title of MTS- Multi Tasking 
Staff- has been there for 30 of them. Every morning 
he goes to Kelembakkam, a town some three miles 
away, to pick up the mail for Kovalam and three 
other villages. Until last year he went by push bike 
but now he has a motor bike with “India Post” 
proudly displayed on the number plate.

The post office is run by the very efficient   
Prabhavithi (on the left) who gave up her job with 
Amazon to retrain as a postmistress.  

The post is sorted by the staff on the floor of the 
office and then Postman Sairupan gets on his bike 
and delivers throughout the village. There are no 
visible road signs or house numbers in the Kovalam 
labyrinth but he knows the village like the back of 
his hand.

The Post Office, Kovalam style

A 20 gram letter within India costs the princely sum 
of Rs 5 (less than 6p) and overseas letters  Rs 20 
(23p, they cost us £1.28!).  Mail is collected from the 
tiny postbox outside the PO every day at 3.30pm-
the average number of letters is just 15 except at 
Diwali and Pongal (the Tamil Nadu harvest festival) 
when Prabavathi and her staff are kept very busy.

Most of their work is processing savings and they 
accept deposits of as little as Rs 5.  Savers can earn 
9% if they deposit the same amount every month for 
five years and about 4% for other savings accounts.  

The post office has had a computer for just 18 
months but the ubiquitous rubber stamp still reigns 
supreme.  
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The Venkatraman Memorial Trust is a registered charity, No. 1104363
PO Box 5039, Hove BN3 5XL 

e-mail: info@venkattrust.org.uk    website: www.venkattrust.org.uk    tel: 01273 719363
UK Trustees: Sylvia Holder, Lindsay Swan, Sarah Da Silva

Kovalam Trustees:  Janakiraman (JR), M. Ali, Jude Sax

Christmas Shopping List

We’re sending you a very early Christmas card 
with our thanks and best wishes - and the hope that 
you would like to buy some to send to your friends 
and family. All production and postage costs are 
paid by the trustees so 100% of the proceeds will 
go to our work in Kovalam. All orders will be very 
gratefully received.

There are also plenty of things we still need for the 
high school from desk and bench sets for five 
pupils (£66 each) to electric ceiling fans (£16 
each). The decoration of one classroom costs 
£40, a blackboard £30 and shady trees for the 
garden are £25 each. Or you might like to contribute 
to equipping the Science Lab with Bunsen burners, microscopes, test tubes, pipettes, flasks etc.  
We’ll also need English and Tamil books for the library - £50 will buy a dozen and £25 a bookshelf. 

While the high school is being built it’s business as usual with our other commitments.  We rely on our 
supporters who have kindly set up standing orders to pay our regular costs such as teachers’ salaries, 
school and university scholarship fees, books and uniforms.  We would be very grateful for more regular 
monthly donations - £5, £10, £20, any amount - to help us meet our every escalating costs.  Please e-mail 
or phone for a standing order form.

Thinking of sending your Fuel Allowance to a charity this year? If so, please think of us! We received 
several last year which were an enormous help to us.

Christmas cards and Bunsen burners

Sponsorship
Jothi Prakash is just one of many seriously deprived children in the village 
for whom a sponsor would make a life changing difference.  He is eight years 
old and lives with his mother, fisherman father and uncle, grandparents and 
a younger brother in a palm leaf house. Please let me know if you can help 
him or any of the others needing support. Sponsorship costs £12 a month.

Our most important acknowledgment is to YOU, our supporters, without whom none of our achievements would 
have been possible. The difference you have made to the village of Kovalam is incalculable. Thank you for your 
wonderful support. Our very grateful thanks also go to Georgina Dunn for designing the newsletter, Sandra 
Huggett for administrative help, John Sargent of sitewriters.co.uk for hosting our website, and Haines & Co for 
preparing our accounts.


